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LASC Monthly Board Meeting Minutes 
6/5/2014 

 
Call to Order:  6:30 pm 
 
Pledge of Allegiance: President, Stan Hayes, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Approval of Last Month’s Minutes:  Normally, the minutes from the last meeting are 
approved by vote at the next meeting.   
 
Next Monthly Board Meeting (First Thursday): As agreed tonight, the next meeting 
will be on July 10 a Thursday starting at 6:30 pm at the Chamber of Commerce 
conference room in Los Alamos.  This room is reserved. 
 
Board Members Present: Curtis Benham, Gary Elion, Mike Grimler, Stan Hayes, Dick 
Martin, Steve McKelvey, Dale Melton, Mike O’Neill, Shane Norman, and Mell 
Smithour. 
 
(Note that our bylaws stipulate that the Past President and Section Chairs appointed by 
the President also serve as Board members.) 
 
Other Persons Present: Frank Pytko, Ryan Stothard, and James Whitehead. 
 
The full calendar of events and training opportunities are on the LASC web page:  

 
http://www.la-sc.org/ 

 
New Member Orientation (Usually First Sunday of Each Month at 12 Noon): 

 
The orientation for next month will be on 

July 6 at 12 Noon 
Orientation is usually conducted by Orientation Coordinator: 

Curtis (and Kay) Benham 
 
Orientation usually runs about one hour. (See the LASC web page for contact and new 
member information, including fees, work credit program, and orientation documents.)  
New member badging and pro-rated fee collection takes place at the same time.  We 
avoid impromptu or ad hoc new member orientations. 
  
New members will be asked to download the LASC member handbook (http://www.la-
sc.org/newmember/members_handbook.pdf) and safety manual (http://www.la-
sc.org/safety/index.shtml).  There are reference copies in the clubhouse. 
 
New Member Fees: The pro-rata fee table can be located at the LASC web site at 
http://www.la-sc.org/newmember/index.shtml#orientation 
 



 

Los Alamos Sportsmen’s Club Page 2 of 6  

For annual renewals (on April 1 of each year), a member (who is also an NRA member) 
can deduct $60 if they have accumulated 6 hours of work credit (at $10/hour) from the 
current annual fee of $132, leaving an annual cost of $72.  The work credit program is 
explained on the LASC web site at http://www.la-sc.org/workcredit/index.shtml. 
 
LASC Officer Reports:   
 
President (Stan Hayes): Stan ran the meeting.   
 
Vice President (Steve McKelvey): Chris Luster has been working on the pavilion.  He is 
also spraying weeds, mowing, and spreading gravel.  He’ll paint the tops of the 
transportainers with an elastomeric to reduce water leaks.  We’ve asked for an invoice to 
pay for this work.   
 
Treasurer (Gary Elion): See New Business, Item 1, Bank Accounts below. 
 
REMINDER: LASC Treasurer Gary Elion needs cooperation so that the treasury 
function, book keeping, and IRS reporting can run smoothly.  The Board asks that 
anyone who makes LASC Board approved expenditures or deposits on behalf of 
LASC to be sure to notify Gary and include your name, date, amount, and purpose 
of the transaction.  For deposits, please also include this information on the face of 
the deposit slip.  Please send all financial information to Gary by e-mail, regular 
mail, or leave a phone message. 
 
Thanks to all for this in advance.  Gary’s contact information follows. 
 
Gary D. Elion, Esq.   
P.O. Box 32835 Santa Fe, N.M. 87594-2835   
Phone: (505) 992-3205; Fax: (505) 216-2800  
garydelion@msn.com 
 
Recording Secretary (Dick Martin): No issues.  See New Business, Item 5, Phil Kiner 
Trap Clinic below.  Dick will be visiting WWII museums in TX and LA during the next 
Board meeting. 
 
Membership Secretary (Curtis Benham): We have 1000 spaces in the computer for 
members (at this time).  More space may be needed in the future as the Club grows. 
 
At Large Officers: (Ken Laintz, Mike O’Neill, and Mell Smithour):  See below.   
 
Section Chair Reports: (Reminder) As always, the Club expects Section Chairs to 
maintain a list of tasks/projects to be done at the ranges to support their section during 
spring and fall work/cleanup days.  These lists should be e-mailed to Stan and Steve.  
 
Pistol (Shane Norman): Stan is concerned about the steel targets and ricochets off the 
steel during Cowboy action use of lead bullets.   Shane and Stan will evaluate what is 
available for pistol shooters.  This will help Ryan Stothard (LASC IDPA Chairman).   
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Ryan has an IDPA  match this weekend.  Normally, the IDPA matches are held on the 
first Saturday of each month.  Ryan has special visitors from IDPA National (Toran and 
Sarah Maynard). 
 
He needs target stands and the Nevco order for about $850.  For Ryan to obtain more 
target stands and equipment, a motion was made for this funding, and approved by the 
Board.  IDPA also needs activating targets. 
 
Rifle (Mell Smithour): There has been a lot of range use.  There will be a Silhouette 
match this weekend.  Shane looked at the rifle plates (gongs).  They can be rebuilt or 
replaced.  Shane has ideas for how to make the steel last longer.  It’s the 50 caliber bullets 
that really tear things up.  The bolts are a problem when hit.  If you weld AR500 (Brinell 
hardness) steel you can get holes in the weld areas. 
 
Each range has its own problems.  Shane will put out prototypes.  Swingers take out some 
energy so that the steel will last longer. 
 
Shotgun (Abe Chavez): Not present.  The Tuesday afternoon trap league has about 25 
participants. 
 
Archery  (Jeff Fredenburg): Not present.  See comments by visiting member James 
Whitehead in New Business below. 
 
Training  (Mike Grimler): Going fine.  There will be a home defense shotgun course in 
July.  Mike has decided to do only Basic Pistol (not First Steps).  Stan’s wife Audrey has 
5-6 gals who want to do Basic Pistol Ladies only. 
 
House and Grounds (Dale Melton): During the recent UXO Project (ordinance sweep 
and fencing upgrades) shutdown, things went well according to Dale. 
 
According to Dale, the snakes and mountain lions are running.  Stan saw a mountain lion 
this morning!  Dale switched from Master Lock to Schlage.  The latter are cheaper but 
better built.  The pavilion looks good.  Some mowing is taking place in preparation for 
fire season.  Fire restrictions may be coming due to wind and dryness.  We sprayed our 
weeds.  We will be putting down base course or crusher fines because it is clean (without 
wire or metal to prevent flat tires). 
 
For safety, there will be ¼ inch armor plate installed around the indoor range.  Shane is 
working on this.  This should be completed in a couple of weeks. 
 
Bulletin Editor  (Vacant): Position needs to be filled. 
 
Hunter Education and Youth Programs (Mike O’Neill): Mike O reported on last 
month’s youth activities.  The Youth Program obtained a second left-handed bow.  The 
program recently trained kids for 4-H archery.  There were 3-D targets.  The Program 
sent in a shotgun for repair.  Cub scouts have been helped.  Mike O needs funds for 
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SCTP.  There was a fund raiser for Youth Programs with 25 students; it was a 15 hour 
class in CCW that raised about $3000.  Mike O needs $2000 for kids to go to the 
Olympic Training Center July 7 to 13.  Bunker trap modifications (improvements) are 
underway.  There are international trap birds coming next week.  A budget was approved 
to support several aspects of the Programs, namely, archery, shotgun, and the Olympic 
program. 
 
Old Business:  
 
Topics Distributed by Stan Prior to this Meeting: 

• Old business. 
• Stage II fire restrictions - (possible exemption for SOC and LASC for discharging 

a firearm only).   All other restrictions apply.  Perform tasks to be in compliance 
& fire mitigation strategies.   Consequence of non-compliance. 

• Signage and communication of requirements. 
• Chair reports 
• Proposal from Dick Martin to have Phil Kiner to provide a trap clinic here for 

interested trap shooters. 

• Special membership rate for volunteer law enforcement. 
• Proposal from Mike O’Neill to provide support for athletes going to Colorado 

Olympic Training Center.  Two flats bunker ammo for each participant. 

• Short report, reimbursement, request for training supplies. 
• Construction scope and progress.   Items remaining: 

o Repair & seal 40’ transportainer 
o Resealing the skeet range asphalt 
o Resurface trap house floor 
o Crushed concrete for fire mitigation & soil stabilization 

• Update on automatic target system. 

1. Approve Minutes from Last Meeting.  This was done. 
 
2. LASC Gun Show. Ken Laintz sent the following update information on behalf of Will 
Schmitz and himself. 
 
Will may attend tonight, but I (Ken) won't be able to.  Work is under way to have the 
show August 22-23, 2014 at the Knights of Columbus Hall near the entrance to DP Rd. 

  
A couple of things to consider are:   
 
1. A new gun show banner is needed, and we would prefer a banner that can be 
changed as required.  Any ideas on where to get such would be appreciated.  Dick 
suggested that we check with the YMCA as they hang banners in the gym 
recognizing donors from year to year.  In response to this, Mell suggested 
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checking with Aspen Copies.  They can make or order vinyl banners. 
 
2. LASC should have a club table staffed by officers at various times. This table 
should have membership, program/activity, and training information and 
schedules.  Additionally, it would be good PR for the Club to give out free, 
inexpensive trigger locks at such a table. 

 
3. Electronic gates.  Stan has found a supplier for electronic gates with wireless back to a 
central controller.  These gates work off of a proximity card.  These cost about $4000 
plus $1000 for proximity card reader with commercial quality.  The system would keep 
track of range frequency of use and member entry information (date and time). 
 
New Business:  
 
1. Bank Accounts and Financial.  Stan discussed our LANB accounts and financial 
issues.  Keeping track of the expenditures and deposits has been an unacceptable problem 
for the Treasurer (Gary).  Stan is proposing dual authorizations on expenditures.  LANB 
is not willing to do this.  However, First National is willing, and two accounts have been 
set up with this requirement.  We use QuickBooks which has on-line access by members 
of the Board.  At First National we are insured by the FDIC up to $250K.  We might 
want to keep a savings account at LANB.  Mike G thinks that making a dual 
authorization operational account at First National makes sense and the Board seemed to 
agree.  Stan and Gary propose an initial transfer of $25K. 
 
There has been an on-line PayPal account containing residual member renewal funds.  
Gary will have to make an IRS amendment to account for the PayPal account. 
 
There was discussion about how we collect fees.  Also, we would like to know about 
range usage.  (See Electronic Gates, Item 3 in Old Business.) 
   
2. Fence Move.  And Survey.  Steve McK reported.  Fence was adjusted and may allow 
movement of the pistol berm if approved.  The new fence construction was angled away 
in our favor, that is, relative to the need to move the berm and for a safety buffer zone.  
900 + acres may be transferred.  Mell says there is an actual plat with survey.  We may 
have to go to DOE for approval to move the berm (inside the new fence).  At some point 
DOE may have to do some remediation.  All the land inside the new fence is not 
necessarily LASC’s.  
 
3. Land Transfer.  On May 6, 2014, Mell reported the following via e-mail. 
 
The south side is on the transfer list to LAC.  Only the north side and the poor man’s 
range will stay with DOE due to cleanup costs.  However there are no guarantees that the 
Club will remain as it is now.  The DOE can close us with a 30 day notice and who 
knows which way the wind will blow with the LAC council or the department that ends 
up with the land, likely Parks & Rec. 
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In 2007 the last time there were Rendija Canyon Public Meetings they were through the 
CDD and now they are part on the larger CEDD section of the LAC government.  Likely 
all the LAC personnel involved at the time are no longer with the LAC. 
  
Meeting info of that time attached.  The public opinion at the time was leave Rendija 
alone but that was not necessarily the opinion of some under the breath comments I heard 
from LAC employees.   Hopefully the Club can be protected from LAC by the Sport 
Shooting Range Act but time will tell.    
 
4. Pistol Range.  See reports and discussions above. 
 
5. Phil Kiner Shotgun Clinic.  Dick checked with Abe about offering another Trap 
Clinic this year.  Abe approved bringing back Phil Kiner of Cheyenne, WY 
(http://www.philkiner.com/).  Phil has been setting CO and world trap shooting records 
since 1972.  He is actively competing and teaching clinics.  Moreover, he has been 
teaching clinics since the early 1980’s and is an excellent communicator, observer, and 
instructor.  This topic was discussed and approved by the Board.  The clinic will take 
place the first weekend in October.  Thus, we need the Trap range Friday through 
Sunday. 
 
6. Date for Next Board Meeting.  See above. 
 
7. Archery Targets.  Visiting member James Whitehead reported a lack of 3-D targets to 
shoot at except on Wednesdays.  He said that this means users have to pay fees twice.  
Jeff sets out the 3-D targets for archery league.  No one wants the 3-D targets shot with 
broad heads.  Stan suggested setting up some old 3-D targets if possible and will inquire 
about this. 
 
8. Range Use Fees.  Frank brought range use fees and gave a check to Gary.  There are 
some rifle targets to set up as a trial. 
 
9. Rifle Range Cover.  Mell S is going to provide input on covering the rifle range in a 
reasonable way for shade.  He has ideas.  Stan knows a company (Eagle) that will do the 
whole works.  The system will hold up under weather. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Dick Martin 
striperam@msn.com 
505-672-9083 (Home) 
505-412-3047 (Cellular) 
 
 


